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 [Elana Sosa fue una de las seis personas que capturanon la historia de su vde
Higorias. Berw Somm was ona of sis participants o recoed her e $iories with the oral history projact Histonas. Photn felserts Dara

medids que pos hacemos
Vidios, BeElra  memocria
implements oo & b oque
era. Mo cuesta recordar cosas de
In semana passda, ¥ cads vex nos
es mis difiil mancjar actividades
firurss. Pero s medids que et
Mmoo cambi, MAVOrmenie, nos

Pero pars Alpunae pefsonas ma-
yores [ memnoria se desvancee v s
recnendos s peerden,

Y a muchos, ls idea de olvidarae
de fechae, nombees, conocimiento
y las historias de sis vidas poede
asustarles,

Miyuelina Ferez dice gue su
madre Antoala estd penflendo s
METTHICES, “SeTiA estresanle para -
dhos nositros, pern s& que hay ayuda
a I que puede recurric”,

Cion ol dnimo de conservar estos
historias personales, ks onganrcstn
Un Lok Lifewnys de San Francisco
se ey umido al programa de radio
publica SoryCorps, que ha st
recopilando kivoras onles desde €l
afio W3 v archivindolas en la Bi-
blioteca del Co

Hasta ka fecha han recolectado
mgs g SOUOCHY fisgorias Muocksss de
el han side emitdes por la macdio

parm todo &l pals.

O Lok se acogic el provecto
de Storploep con o objeio de res
colectar miss hestoris de la vida de
latines, Fisvmee, en o Centro para
Ancianas de s Mision. Seis parnd-
panwes del plan de salud integrul ¥
del cenmo de servicas de ayady s
cfrecieron como volunarics para
Sosa, «fe R afics, fise umo de les
PTG pants que se aleprd al poder
irmnogtalizar b historis de su vida,

“iEsperod goe. pyude o modo
quien lo esowche", dijo micsirss ju-
puetEnba con s oallar de perlas.

Sosa menciond chmo Depd die
El Ralwador a ks EELUL] cusnda
tenla scis afbos para csudiar o la
eacuela More Dame de Namur en
Belmore, California, gue en loa afice
40 era un imbernade, A los 9 afics
de edad conodd a gu fumses espasy
clespnads de gue su henmmana chigus-
i b comestara solire “un heomoss
hambre' que tenin e connoeT
S casaria mbeve ais despues e b
edad de 18 afios.

Comtd ofimo se escapd de |as ga-
rras de lo muerte en dos ocasiones.
La primera e se cayth de cabes
del sepunds peo de 20 cisa caven-
do encima de s prima, La sepnda
¥isZ, L mobe b atropedlG frente 8

e

¥ A

00 pebrte del proyecto da historia oral

“San dos veces que escapt de la
merie gracias al poder de meestro
padre celestial®, dodard & tempo
que s consgnaba anes de ooti-
O T 51 mEErrackio,

Lz emplendos de Om Lok com-
partieron la fhasidm de Sosa sobre
Prrecin

[Historias) es una manera
da honrar y celebrar las
vidas de unos y otros. Es
muy importante que se
cuenten sus historias como
una manera de recordar sus
vidas y compartirla con sus
familiares.

“{Hrrorias) o5 una mancra de
honrar v eolebear b vidas de anos ¥
ofros", dijo Danicd Fries Vidal, cape-
ﬁ.ﬁﬂh-&nim:i.pcinnzl en Un Lok,
“Es muy impoante gue se cl-
e 53 hisrorkss'" Cormd Urss mancrs
de recordar sus widas § comparticla
con s familinres.

A les anclanos que participan en
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Oral history
project changes
focus to Mission
and Latinos
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& Wi e, OUr memory past
Aim‘t what it used w be
Events from & week ago
become difficult to remember, and
bpeoming events become harder
o keep rack of. Bul as aur mem=
ary changes, for the most part, we
adapr
But for some semors;, memo-
riz fade and become lost.
And for masy, the prospect of

losing dates, names, knowledge,
thelr Bfe's stares, cn be frighten-

ing.

Migucling FPercz  says  her
maother, Antoni, kakng her mem-
ory “would be stressfial to all of us,
b T krvoew there™s o lat of help out
there.”

In an effort we preserve these
perscnal oocounts, On Lok Life-
Ways 0 San Fmncisco panmered
with public radios SwnyCorps,
which hes been capruring ol
hastories since 3003 and archiving
them at the Libmary of Congress,

To dave, they hane recordsd
more than SOU000 atories. Mamy of
therm bave been brosdeast on radie
Aration troughout the nation

On Lok heatod the Swory-
Corp’s project samed @ colledting
mare Latinn life stories, Historias,
af the 30ty Swreet Senior Center
i The Mimskon. SiX partcipants of
the comprehensive health plan and
spport=servioes  center  whme
teered o share thele cxpericno,
Elena Sosa, B4, was amaoag those
happy o imeorralize her BEs

2,

T hiope) it will help sverpone
whao listees 1o it™ she sxid, occas-
sionally fidgeting with her peard
necklace,

Zpaa mentioped how ahe cane
tir Armerica from El Babmdor when
ghe wae ait-years old o smady ar
Mowe Dame de Mamur in Bel-
mmant, Calif, which in the 1940s
waz a boarding school. At age 9
ghe mer her busband after her
beabey sister told her aboaor “a bean-
tiful man” she had t0 mea. They
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palinical engagement many labonsrs  who
atruggle w0 find one oo owo i of work b
comir resentful ar dismizive of nsch on iden;

Undsunted by - these  challenges,  1he
roughly ffty members thar jomed the GOC
ai its first meetng [olkowed Quezads with his
call For & " palitical e iogether ™

“Thas calll was put inho action as the meet-
g comduded with the unanimows pessng
of o resolution on omigran youth o San
Franciscn,

The Club cied the recemt deportmion
il over pne hundned immdgrons youths o5 o
groes viodaton of hinman oghis.

“This resoluiken is indicasve of &n wnusg-
ally vitul new club end commuanity s for the
Easterm ncighborboods of San Frencacoo, &

Fer o pgoramation abour the GIDC wint
A FREFOITdeT O R b, v

WIOLEMEIA, e pbging 3

ki muda de sus padees, hermanes, smigos ¥
mmaesiros

Lo gue significa que se necesin dinene
para servicios extraescolores v de fin de se-
mrina pars o Ereenes, servicsas de apoen
{eom terapin pars Indhiduos v fardbas) ¥
un esfuemzn conceniracy PR TESCHTE! pro-
grauman que proveen shemotives o 18 vida en
lang cades,

Silo expandiendo ks opelones renles pam
o jlvenes v s famidiiss podreros svnsar
en ln divecciin corrects pam bograr detener
ta violemcs. &

MEMORALA, da pégins &

Hirgriai ae les mﬂﬂﬁ&iﬁﬁm L Um: BET QU
rido Al compartir su narrecke. Peoes se sinthd
argullesn ol saber que enire los anciances. de
O Lok, [su psdre] se ervalenson & tener In
oportanidad de hakdar,

Thrnbitn comnpldera “importante que ks
historias se caparan con 1s v del nerradee™,
poegue o bece nus prafunde,

StoryiCorpe se va de gara of oo efio
ara capaarer historkss & b largo v anche de
los EELILT v Puertn Bica. Una selecelin de
estas bastnrins se emiticd en Lanae LDSA —um
Programd O nolces de rdo en mgies que s
emite en 31 esindos—, en la edickin martil
de MI'R ¥ en vuriol programas de mho pi-
b del pals Bl plan es que o mayor mnitsmene
de personos mayones pomhle ke escuchen,
mehuso squellas sin problemas de péndada de
IETneria, ¥ &8 capiurar sus historiss amee de
ue desupatercan.

Antonin Peree, que participd en Hisnrea,
deme demencn senil Pero s hga, Migueb-
[, Mo esth preoripadd  porgle S0 memor
concuerds con su edsd v [as crcunsnnciee’”,

*Tergx Une amiga que s= amepienie de
oy pasder ewuchnr mae In vax de su fallecdo
espoai ok de i papiis”, dito Perex
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wikill marry nine vears later. She was 185,

She spoke of how she was saved from
death mdce. The first tme she fell fom
the secoand gwopy of her boose headfiost und
bnded an her cotgin. The sscond Hme, &
mevinecyehe hic her ourside ber lome:

“That's twice | escaped desth by the
power of oar father i beaven,” she said while
excirelly pesmiring the slgn of the cross v
hersedfl before continuing ber story,

Oin Lok employess shared Soia’s excite-
ment ihoat the project.

"{Historias) s a way 1 honor and cel
ehrare one another’s lives,™ sukl Danid Frias
=Widal, on enrollment specialian ar On Lok
"It ds very important gheir shory i told™ as a
way of remembering their lves and sharing
it wth their familice

Semsors participemng m Hismraes were
all e i bring ® loved one o share in their
ebory lelling. Perez felt proud 1o know the
“among all the seniors at On Lok, [Ber mioth-
ex] rose to the occasion,”

She alen camsidets 1l “imporianl dut the
siorkes are tecorded in the person's woice™
becauss it makes it more profound.

StoryCorps is going on tour for the ne
vear 0 fecand Slores scross the LS and
Puerio Bico.  Selecoed inrervicws will air an
Eazirs [T8A, an Engliah-language nivws pro-
gram broadcast in 31 smees, WPRS Morning
Editton wnd public radio programs scross
the country. Thelr plan s b reach os ey
semiars &5 poasible, even those withour mern-
ory bom problama, and caprure their sore:

cwughvier, Migweling ; 3 nof woeried “be-
couse her memary is consistent with ape and
crcumstances ™

“I have o freod wie s negretting not be-
ing ahile to hear her laie hosband’s o parents’
ooey - urmymore,” said Perez.

Far me, StoryCorps has ¢honged chat
ahe sdified] @

I ygw or a foved ome wesid fike i reord o
e siory wich StoryCerps, call (ROG 850-
AH o T R RO YO AL RET T 50T W
resrraiion, There are A7 roguiresens ard
A dpem fo armpamr ephe mordd ke f0 record a
nory e of cor

40 YEARS, from page §
and his sssmtnnt recently received pink slipe
meankng that ther jobs are ut risk of being
cur, “H we are not able 1o resis e dessre on
the part of the Dean of owr Division o cut
these positone, [ honesdy. beleve thar the
progrom will ped smurviee long.,” Rotkin-said

Budpet ows are o factor that are puts
ting instmumens sech & the COES and the
UCEE Comnmuniy Stuedies Deparument in
dimger. Chew feds that people do. not un-
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